
FACTS ABOUT THE CLEAN WATER CRISIS  

AND THE PLAINVILLE SPLASH WATER PROJECT 
OUR PROJECT 

Approximately 70% of the surface of Earth is covered by water; the largest pool of water is the Pacific 

Ocean. Still, there is a water crisis for many people and our community is taking an important step by 

providing a well for people in need in Tanzania. 

 

Plainville Splash is presented in partnership with Waterboys—which funds wells in Tanzania to help kids 

and families stay healthy and be able to participate in education and other important activities.  

 

Our project will be a large project—powered by solar energy (more affordable and accessible than other 

types of power. The water will be pulled from aquifers, permeable rock that contains groundwater 

 

Did you know? The Swahili word for water is “maji.” Swahili is the main language spoken in Tanzania. 

 

ISSUES OF EQUITY/FAIRNESS 

Globally, 443 million school days are lost each year due to water-related diseases, diminishing future 

opportunities for children. 

 

Girls and women are responsible for 72% of the water collected in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

The average water gatherer in the developing world is most likely a girl who will walk an average of four 

hours each day to gather water. 

 

It takes 12 gallons of water per day to sustain a person; the average American uses about 158 gallons. 

 

A quick shower (5-minutes!) uses more water than a person in a developing country uses in a day. 

 

WATER IS IMPORTANT TO HEALTH! 

At any given time, half of the world’s hospital beds are occupied by patients suffering from a water-

related disease—such as cholera. This is preventable if clean water is available. In fact, one of the 

easiest ways to stay healthy is by handwashing! 

 

Each of us need water to be healthy; it is recommended to drink eight glasses of water each day! 

 

ECONOMIC CHALLENGES 

In just one day, more than 200 million hours of women’s time is consumed collecting water. 

 

In Africa, every $1 spent on water and sanitation generates a return of $9 in saved time. 

 

If everyone in the United States flushed the toilet just one less time per day, we could save enough 

water every single day to create a lake that is a mile long, a mile wide and four feet deep. 

 

Time spent gathering water around the world translates to $24 billion in lost economic benefits each 

year. The average water gatherer in East Africa walks spends 3 hours retrieving water each day. 



ACROSS 
2. The easiest way to prevent 
infection  
3. Waterboys’ projects which provide 
flowing water with water point  
4. Name of the group of NFL football 
players focused on clean water  
7. Our well project will use this special 
type of energy from the sun to power 
its well  
8. Disease causing bacteria or virus 
found in unclean water 
13. The largest body of water on the 
planet  
15. To be healthy, a human should 
drink this number of glasses of clean 
water each day  
16. Body of permeable rock that can 
contain or transmit groundwater  

DOWN 
 1. Each day, the average water gatherer in East 
Africa walks spends this much time retrieving 
water  
5. In collecting water, many girls sacrifice this 
important tool for reversing extreme poverty  
6. The country in Africa where our water well will 
be located 
9. The primary language spoken in the East 
African countries where our well will be located  
10. Fatal disease you can get from 
contaminated water  
11. Approximately 70% of the surface of this 
planet is covered by water  
12. In miles, the average water gatherer in the 
developing world walks this daily distance to 
reach a water source  
14. In the developing world, who is usually 
responsible for fetching water?  



ANSWER KEY FOR PLAINVILLE SPLASH CROSSWORD ACTIVITY 
 
ACROSS 
2. The easiest way to prevent infection HANDWASHING 
 
3. Waterboys’ projects which provide flowing water with water point WELLS 
 
4. Name of the group of NFL football players focused on clean water WATERBOYS 
 
7. Our well project will use this special type of energy from the sun to power its well  SOLAR 
 
8. Disease causing bacteria or virus found in unclean water  E COLI 
 
13. The largest body of water on the planet  PACIFIC OCEAN 
 
15. To be healthy, a human should drink this number of glasses of clean water each day EIGHT 
 
16. Body of permeable rock that can contain or transmit groundwater AQUIFER 
 
DOWN 
 1. Each day, the average water gatherer in East Africa walks spends this much time retrieving water  
THREE HOURS 
 
5. In collecting water, many girls sacrifice this important tool for reversing extreme poverty  
EDUCATION 
 
6. The country in Africa where our water well will be located TANZANIA 
 
9. The primary language spoken in the East African countries where our well will be located  SWAHILI 
 
10. Fatal disease you can get from contaminated water  CHOLERA 
 
11. Approximately 70% of the surface of this planet is covered by water  EARTH 
 
12. In miles, the average water gatherer in the developing world walks this daily distance to reach a 
water source FOUR 
 
14. In the developing world, who is usually responsible for fetching water? GIRLS 




